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Elloree Business Association
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Mr. Andy Friedman of The Antique Box welcomed everyone to the meeting. See attached list for attendees and contact info.

No one had any comments or changes to the notes from the previous meeting.

Fall Festival Review:  Meeting starting with discussion and review of the Fall Festival. Most agreed it went fairly well excluding the rain.  Backstreet Grill did advise that the parking for the car show on the railroad was not blocked off early enough and people started parking there.  They were also surprised to see that the stage was not on their end of town (by RR tracks) as previously discussed. Chasity advised it was due to lack of proper electrical outlet and had to be moved to other end of Cleveland Street.  

The Business Association sponsored coffee and donuts for the Fall Festival, but the response was not very good. Andy said that The Antique Box will contribute the donuts and coffee so that the Association does not have to incur those costs.
2010 Festivals: Upcoming festivals for 2010 were discussed. Everyone agreed that we need to get a master list of vendors from Chasity and Ann Black.  Edwina suggested, and there was general agreement, that we should co-organize 2010 festivals with the town so we can be better organized for 2011 festivals when the Business Association takes over planning responsibilities. There was discussion on how many festivals we should initiate and the following calendar was proposed.  

· March - Trash To Treasure

· April - Second Saturday Sidewalk Sale

· May - Arts & Antique Festival (?)
· - or -            Second Saturday Sidewalk Sale

· June - Second Saturday Sidewalk Sale

· October - Fall Festival (name to be determined – Cotton Festival?) 

· November - Second Saturday Sidewalk Sale

Publicity: There was discussion and agreement that one of the keys to having successful festivals is doing advance publicity to both encourage vendors and attendance. Most magazines and newspapers will do free public announcements about festivals. Need to put together lists of magazines, newspapers and gather lists of possible vendors. Edwina is going to ask Chasity and Adadra at the Museum to get lists of publications they send notifications to. Need to follow up with Ann Black to get list of vendors she knows.
Membership Dues: Reviewed membership requirements and how to encourage membership in the Association. Discussed updating of the Business Association Mission Statement and Edwina agreed to re-write mission statement and distribute to everyone.  Further discussion on having a Business Assocation Town sign on each end of Old Number Six Hwy coming into town.  Dan McMahon can construct at a cost of $375.00 total for 2 signs.  The signs will be removed during the Elloree Trials and any other town sponsored events and/or festivals that require signage. Based on current membership, the  Association does not have enough for the signs. Agreed to have further discussion on how to pay for them at November meeting after we see how many more member joined.  Everyone agreed to help get new members to join.  Membership so far:
· AE Pest Control

· Amporn’s

· The Antique Box

· Backstreet Bar and Grill

· Elloree Gin Co., Inc.

· Elloree Square Antique Mall

· Fogle-Hungerpiller Funeral Home

Trunk Or Treat: Edwina Friedman initiated discussion on whether or not the Association would like to sponsor a booth at Trunk Or Treat.  Response was minimal , but general agreement that it would be a good idea.  Libby and Edwina said they could maintain the booth and asked for more volunteers.  It was agreed that the Association will buy the candy. Edwina will confirm with Chasity that the Business Association will host a booth.
Small Town Christmas: Edwina brought up the Small Town Christmas and that the town was looking for merchants to sponsor Santa Claus at their store. Most people did not know anything about this activity.  Edwina also informed the group that the town is thinking of not doing lights in the trees on Cleveland St. due to damage to the trees.  The town may put up lighted Christmas trees instead. Several in attendance were concerned about this. Edwina advised them to contact the Town Clerk and give their opinion on this.  Edwina also informed the group that there will be further discussion following the November 2 Town Council meeting regarding tree lighting and planning for Small Town Christmas.
Next Meeting – November 9, 6pm @ Backstreet Grill

Pot luck as usual - optional
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