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Welcome: Andy Friedman of the Antique Box welcomed everyone to the meeting. New attendees Charley Crabtree, Joe (the Plumber) and Dan & Karen McMahon were introduced. See attached list for attendees and contact info.
Formation of Association: Further discussion about formal versus informal organization. As follow up to last month’s meeting, Andy researched and reported on the requirements for forming a non-profit Association. For IRS purposes, a Business Association is considered to be a “Business League” formally defined as:

An association of persons having some common business interest, the purpose of which is to promote such common interest and not to engage in a regular business of a kind ordinarily carried on for profit.

To be exempt as a business league, an organization's activities must be devoted to improving business conditions of one or more lines of business (as distinguished from performing particular services for individual persons). It must be shown that the conditions of a particular trade or the interests of the community will be advanced. Merely indicating the name of the organization or the object of the local statute under which it is created is not enough to demonstrate the required general purpose.

No part of a business league's net earnings may inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual and it may not be organized for profit to engage in an activity ordinarily carried on for profit (even if the business is operated on a cooperative basis or produces only enough income to be self-sustaining).

To be exempt, a section 501(c)(6) organization must receive meaningful membership support.

One of the requirements is that the Non-Profit organization needs a “Statement Of Purpose” in its Articles of Organizations/Bylaws that states the Association is a non-profit.

Andy Friedman put forming the Business Assoc. on the table, Ronnie Sikes 2nd it, everyone else agreed, no one apposed. 

Officers: Officers were discussed, all agreed to comply with the Bylaws and vote on a President, Vice President, Secretary and a Treasurer.

President – Andy Friedman was nominated, seconded and voted with no opposition

Vice President – Linda Childers was nominated, seconded and voted with no opposition

Secretary – Edwina Friedman was nominated, seconded and voted with no opposition

Treasure – Libby Salisbury was nominated, seconded and voted with no opposition

Dues: Dues were discussed and set at $100.00 per year for Business. Payable at $25.00 Quarterly

As an aside, Andy stated that operating income for a non-profit Business League can come from dues, fundraisers & contributions, but we could not use operating income from the sale of goods or services.

Promotions and advertising discussion:

· Billboard sign discussion – Edwina advised everyone that we are still in need of at least two more commitments for the sign and asked everyone try and help find additional businesses to contribute.  The Cotton Gin recently donated toward the billboard sign.

· Andy Friedman asked if anyone had any additional ideas of advertising or promotion. None were presented or discussed.  

Festival Discussion: Group discussion on upcoming festivals and events for 2010.  Linda Childers said that she would try and get Anne Black to attend our next meeting to help with some ideas of future festivals and guidance.  (NOTE: After the meeting Linda did speak with Anne Black and she will try to make the next meeting in September).  Everyone was advised of the upcoming Festival planning committee meeting which is on Aug.18th at 5:30 pm at Town Hall.  Everyone is urged to attend and contribute.  The Mayor and Chasity are organizing the Festival this year and are wanting all Merchants to participate in getting demonstrators and/or vendors to attend.  Please contact Chasity for more information.  

Further discussion needed for 2010 festivals/Events for Elloree.  Committees may be formed for future Festival Planning.  Contact will be made with Chasity on how we need to transition this over to the merchants.

Dan McMahon advised that he can make our signs for upcoming festivals.  Dan also said he thinks we should put signs near Santee and near St. Matthews, as well as Elloree coming into town.  Discussion was made to how/where we can put those signs, agreed it will have to be researched.   Further contact with Town Hall/Mayor or Chasity, to see what signs or banners we have already and where we can put them in Elloree.
Web Site Discussion: The Association website was discussed and there was agreement that we do need one.  Tony Adams is working to get some information from a contact on what they have to offer.  Edwina Friedman checked with Vista Prints service which is $9.99 per month, put they will not let you link to other websites, just emails.  We can add each business to this website with pictures and the website address, but it will not link you directly.  Additional research is being done with Vista Prints to see if they offer any other package plans that would allow for the links.

Monthly Meetings: Discussion was made to set meetings for 2nd Monday of each month in hopes to make it easier to remember.  Next meeting set for Sep 14th 6PM at Backstreet Grill.  It was also agreed upon to meet at Backstreet Grill unless there is a conflict, then we could meet at Amporn’s per Earl since they are closed.

Next Meeting: Agreed to discuss Business Association email, promotions & 2010 Festival Planning.  Speaker Anne Black to attend.

Anyone is welcome to bring snacks or covered dish for our eating pleasure.- Yum Yum

Page 1


Page 3

